
Social Enterprise Checklist  
Is Your Enterprise a Social Enterprise?



Social Enterprise Checklist 

This short checklist will help you as a service provider know if the enterprise  

you are working with is a traditional for profit business or a social enterprise. 

Once you have identified a social enterprise, please feel free to contact a service provider 
in your area or SEE for further assistance. Check out our website at www.seethechange.ca 

or realiserlechangement.ca for more resources tailored to social enterprise needs. 

Social enterprises have a mission to address social, environmental or cultural 

challenges by reinvesting profits above operational expenses back into their missions, 
and using a triple bottom line (people, planet, profit) to measure their success. 
Social enterprises take many forms, including sole proprietorships, non-profits,  
and co-operatives to name a few.

Guided instructions are included following the questions, to help determine 
whether the organization is a social enterprise. 

Social well-being  

of your community

Economic well-being 

(employment of marginalized groups)

Environmental 

well-being  

None of above

2. Is the primary intent of your enterprise to make an impact on:

How?

1. In one or two sentences, please describe the intent and/or mission of your enterprise:

OR

3. Is the first priority to:



7. Is your enterprise responsive to community input?

Yes  No

If yes, how? (Please specify) 

4. Who benefits from the redistribution of profit from the enterprise  
(examples include founder(s), stakeholders, marginalized people, environment)? 

5.  What percentage of profits are reinvested? 

6. What type of business model are you adopting? 

Community Based Business

Co-operative

Non-profit

Other: 

Collective (program) 

Partnership

Sole-proprietorship



Social Enterprise Determination

A social enterprise’s primary goal is to make a positive impact on its community of choice.

Social enterprises CAN be sole-proprietorships. In this case, there may be a partnership 
with a non-profit or some other form of community participation being used. 

If the organization’s profits, above and beyond operational expenses (salaries, expansions, 
etc.), are redistributed to shareholders (owners of the organization), it is NOT a social enterprise.

All profits above and beyond operational expenses should be reinvested into the mission. 
This could include an expansion of services or geographic region. If 10% or less of the 

profits are reinvested into a social or environmental cause, the organization may be a  
B Corporation, or a socially responsible business, but they are unlikely to be a social enterprise.

What is SEE?

SEE (Social Enterprise and Entrepreneurship) Northern 
Region Partnership initiative is a collaborative project 
across Northern Ontario. The catchment area stretches 
throughout Northern Ontario from Parry Sound to the 
Manitoba border and all areas in between. The goal of  
the project is to support further development of social 
enterprises and social entrepreneurs across the region.

Resources developed by SEE include Designing a  
Social Enterprise Workbook, Social Enterprise Boot 
Camp Toolkit, as well as a Social Enterprise Funding 
List. All resources have been tailored to social 
enterprise needs and are available in French.

SEE is a partnership between NORDIK Institute, PARO 
Centre for Women’s Enterprise, YouLaunch Campus 
Accelerator, Timmins Community Development 
Corporation, and Northwest Innovation Centre. 
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